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Messages

YUBRAJ BORTHAKUR, ACS

CEO, DDMA, Cachar

“We have been dealing with lightning safety issues over the
years. To aware people on the risk of lightning and dos and don’ts
during lightning strikes or heavy storms various initiatives and
measures have been taken. Aligned with International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction, under the initiative of ASDMA we have
organized series of street plays and activities like pamphlet
distribution, direct interaction, and many more. Through this
initiative, we are aiming to create awareness on safety measures
to avoid any hazardous situation by lightning strikes."

Assistant Commissioner

KISHAN CHOREI, ACS

"We are working with the entire Cachar District and local
citizens on creating awareness and driving behavioural change
regarding lightning strikes and heavy storms. As a result of
today's Street Play, we are confident that we will further spread
our messages on lighting effects and make our people aware of
dos and don'ts."

BIKASH CHETRI

Circle Officer (A), Sonai

"There has been a lot of bad news in the world lately, but | want
to share some good news with you. Lightning strikes have been
causing people to die, but now preventative measures are being
taken to prevent such tragedies. | never thought there would be
preventative measures, but I'm grateful for the efforts of the
whole team. | appreciate your street play and wish you the best."

RANABIJOY DAS

Field Officer, Silchar

"DDMA Cachar is working towards creating awareness to make
people understand that the lightning effect can cause human
loss and that there are ways to prevent life risks during such
situations. We are working on various village-specific initiatives
and efforts to help and educate people, this is our goal and we
are positive and focused such as these steps would help to build
public awareness."
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About the Initiative

Awareness campaign on lightning safety through
Street Play in Five (05) Revenue Circles of Cachar
district commemorating the IDDR 2022

Ever since Assam is facing the wrath of various disasters
during the whole year, we have witnessed countless impacts
of the disasters in respect of every sector of the population
across the State. One of the main impacts among these is
the loss of human lives in flood and lightning strike periods.
The number of loss of lives is increasing every year due to
floods and lightning strikes in the State.

One of the main reasons behind the increasing number of
deaths has been found when querying District Disaster
Management Authorities (DDMAs) of the State. A lack of
awareness and sensitivity among the masses contributes to
the loss of lives during floods and lightning. Therefore, to
cope with this lack among people, ASDMA has been
organizing various awareness drives and campaigns in
different media like Print Media, Electronic Media, Social
Media, and Outdoor Media.

It also has been found that many people are still unknown of
the minimum safety precautions to take during floods or
lightning strikes and so every year, we witness the maximum
loss of lives during lightning death in the State.

To boost awareness and sensitivity among people about the
disasters like flood & lightning and other related issues that
are exposed in their daily life and to reduce the loss of lives,
Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA) has
planned to organize an Awareness Campaign on Flood and
Lightning safety commemorating the International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDR) in the fifty-six (56) vulnerable
Revenue Circles of 24 districts (as per ASDMA's flood report
data from 2011 to 2021 and Lightning data from 2019 to 2021)
through street play and other activities.
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The Team

The journey of the Lightning awareness campaign has been possible with the
cooperation and coordination of team members. The script has been written in
the regional dialect to engage the commoners in the act. The combined efforts
of the management team and the street play team helped in delivering the
message to the people living in the vulnerable zones.

Meet the Management Team

Tanumita Roy Riman Roy
Coordinator s Reporting Manager

Debatosh Nath Dibyajyoti Nath
Script Writer & Play Director Campaign Manager

Meet our Enthusiastic Street Play Team Members

Sampita Das Nirmal Rabidas Aminul Laskar Rajan Das
M.S.W Artist Student Student

Bhanni Roy Sekha Roy Tinku Laskar Rajdeep Chakraborty
Student Student Social Worker Student
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Lightning Awareness
Campaign

A growing trend between 2011 and 2021 in the loss of human lives in flood
and lightning strike periods

Solution:
To cope with this lack among people, ASDMA has been organizing various
awareness drives and campaigns in different media like Print Media,
Electronic Media, Social Media, and Outdoor Media.

Street Play

A 25-minute Street Play was performed which was solely focused to make people
conscious of the do's and don’ts during the lightning strike period.

Along with the street play, interactive sessions and handouts on Lightning Safety
messages were distributed among the gatherings.

Schools are visited where the students are sensitized and educated on the issue.
The younger generation has a better understanding level and can spread the

message to their friends, family, and relatives to decrease the death rate caused
by lightning.




Highlights

The Lightning awareness campaign was done by Impact Weaver for DDMA
Cachar.

The street play depicted various resolutions. The highlights from the
activities are mentioned below :

O 05 50

COVERAGE REVENUE STREET PLAYS &
CIRCLES AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS
High density population e Institutes
areas, public places were e Bazaars
targetted

e Community Centers

A vehicle has travelled across the length and breadth of the district. The

@ ‘'chicle was adorned with banners designed with lightning safety
measures written both in Bengali & English. Mics have been used
extensively throughout the campaign to spread the message.

PY Involvement of AAPDA MITRA volunteers crowds management and other
activities.

® Distribution of Pamphlets written in both Bengali & English with lightning
safety measures.
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The program in Silchar Circle was
inaugurated by Circle Officer (A) Silchar
Sadar along with Assistant Commissioner
Cachar, Inspector NDRF, the community,
residents, & other officials of DDMA Cachar.

Shri Rohan Kumar Jha IAS, DC Cachar & Shri Yubraj
Borthakur, ACS, CEO, DDMA along with the street play group

Inauguration

In Sonai Circle the program was
inaugurated by CO(A), Sonai Revenue
Circle in presence of Circle Office Staffs,
residents & others.
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Street play performance at the
inauguration of CFRC at Borkhola



Outreach

Along with the street play, interactive sessions and pamphlets on Lightning
awareness safety messages were distributed among the masses. The campaign
outreach has been almost 40K people across the district.

APPROXIMATELY

38,267 |

PEOPLE REACHED




Advisory

. Reliance

dissemination © Foundation

DDMA, Cachar initiated Advisory dissemination to individuals on

lightning safety on the occasion of the IDDR Day 2022 in

collaboration with Reliance Foundation

13th October

15th October

23rd October

29th October

31st October

3,713

4,768

4,768

50,159

61,079

AUTHORITY, CACHAR, SILCHAR

P
@ DISTRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT

TOTAL

61,079

INDIVIDUALS WERE
REACHED
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SILCHAR
REVENUE
CIRCLE

ALANPUR TINMUKHA

ANGARJUR




DWARBOND




SILCOORIE BAZAR

SRIKONA BAZAR




DHAMALIA

VIVEK HOME SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

SILCOORIE CAMP




UDARBOND
REVENUE
CIRCLE

DOLU BAZAR




KUMBA SCHOOL




Lightning Safety Messages

1. Always remember during Lightning strike:

« It is always advisable to stay indoors at home with doors and windows closed.

= Unplug all the electricallfelectronic equipment such as television, refrigerator, computer, mobile
phonaftelephone etc.

= Don't use electronic appliances during lightning strike.
= Stay away from water body! running water, higher place, isolated tall tree, electrical post or

metallic object during Lightning.
= Do not look straight at the lightning which may affect the eye sight.
2. Do not take shelter under a lonely tree, an open house or a bus stop during lightning.
3. If you are riding a boat or swimming in the water, come guickly to the sarth and take safe shelter.

4. Do not lie down directly on the ground during lightning, it may catch you as first attempt.

5. If you are in a running vehicle during lightning, then close the windows of the vehicle and park at
a safe place.

k--':!: Street Play team along W|th APDA Mitra Volu nteers
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KATIGORAH
REVENUE
CIRCLE

KATIGORAH BAZAR




JALALPURL

TALOKGRAM




"PHTHAEA T AL DY fdd cEAETIR
FIRE BEDUCTION [0 gE) Te33°

Smt Minerva Devi Arambam, ACS, Katigorah Circle Officer, has further discussed
and guided the street play team for maximum outreach and knowledge harnessing.

"INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER
RISK REDUCTION (IDDR) 2022"

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN ON

LIGHTNING SAFETY
THROUGH STREET PLAY

District Disaster Management Assam State Disaster
Authority, Cachar Management Authority



SONAI
REVENUE
CIRCLE

SONAI BAZAR

SADHIN BAZAR, RAMDAS ME
SCHOOL




MOTI NAGAR, BARABHAURY ME
SCHOOL

PALANG GHAT




KOCHUDOROM, NIKAMA HIGH
SCHOOL




LAKHIPUR
REVENUE
CIRCLE

LAKHIPUR BAZAR



POILAPOOL BAZAR

FULERTAL BAZAR
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The sample of leaflets distributed in English & Local Language

Lightning Safety Messages
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DISTRICT MEASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY,
CACHAR SILCHAR

Mr Jonathan Vai Phei, Lakhipur Circle officer along with Field Officer informing
the gathering on dangers and safety measures of Lightning Risk at Bazar area.




AND MANY MORE PLACES ACROSS THE
DISTRICT

IRONGMARA

SILCHAR




Testimonials

Feedback has also been received from the community, schools and other
areas we visited. It was a big learning experience for them on the dangers of
lightning and how to stay safe during a thunderstorm.

I'm glad the community is taking action
to increase awareness of lightning strikes.
| think it's important that we take every
precaution possible to protect ourselves
and our families.

Resident of Mailinibeel

The street play was very helpful in
understanding the safety measures about
lightning strikes. We were familiar with
lightning strikes, but the side effects were
unknown to us during that period, which
we learned from the street play. Thank
you for organizing such a play!

Resident of Kalain

| never expected that there would be so
many preventive measures to tackle such
situations. Through the street play, | got to
know many things. Best wises to everyone
for such a fantastic play.

Resident of Baskandi
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Media Coverage
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Social Media Awareness

District Disaster Management
Authority , Cachar is with Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority-ASDMA and National
Disaster Managemant Authority, India
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On 16/10/22, & In continuation 1o obsarvation of
the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction
2022, Awaranass programs on LIghin.. . Saa mars

District Disaster Managament
Aulhurlw Cachar
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Every year October 13 is observed as the
“International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction™,
The day celebrates how people and co... Seo mora

Lightning Safety Messages
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Inauguration of Awareness Program on Lightning
Salety' marking the occasion of In:mnalmnal Day
For Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) ... See more
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Conclusion

Our community has been sensitized regarding lightning safety measures
through a monthlong series of 50 street plays and awareness campaigns.
These street plays were designed expressly to educate citizens about how to
protect themselves from lightning strikes and repetitive thunderstorms. By
spreading this critical information, we aim to reduce human loss, according to
ASDMA guidelines. Locals were engaged directly to ensure everyone has a
chance to learn about safety measures through leaflets distributed, banners
showing both in Bengali and English safety measures. So far, these efforts
have made a significant impact as people are gradually becoming more aware
of how they can stay safe during thunderstorms.
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Despite its immense importance, Ilghtmng is far too often
underrated as a weather hazard. Simple guidelines can
prevent most lightning casualties. It is especially important
to protect children from lightning since lightning causes
life-long injuries. To spread this information to as many
people as possible was our mission.

“ Sensitising the community on safety
measures of lightning risk. ,’




CELEBRATING "INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
DISASTER REDUGTION"™ (IDDR) 2022

W DISTRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
; SILCHAR, CACHAR

Address: Near Settlement Office Campus,
Capt. N. M. Gupta Road, Cachar, Silchar.

Phone No. 03842-239249/1077 (Toll-Free)
Email: ddmacachar@gmail.com
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L Website: www.cachar.gov.in

Prepared by
“' impact Weaver
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http://www.impactweaver.com/

